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I. Basic Course Information 
 

A. Course Number and Title:  ENGL-248 Creative Writing I 
B. Date of Revision:  December 2005 
C. Sponsoring Department:  English 
D. Semester Credit Hours:  3 
E. Weekly Contact Hours:  3 
F. Prerequisites:  ENGL-111 English I 
G. Laboratory Fees:  None 

 
II. Catalogue Description 
 

Prerequisite:  ENGL-111 English I.  A workshop course designed to encourage 
and develop a student’s creative talents principally in the sketch and short story. 
Class discussions will analyze and criticize manuscripts submitted by students. 
 

III. Statement of Course Need: 
 
Creative Writing I satisfies the need of a growing population of students who 
wish to pursue imaginative writing and perfect the craft of fiction-writing.   The 
course will offer interested students the opportunity to explore the use of voice in 
their own texts and prepare them to employ the terminology of that craft.  
Research reveals that many four-year institutions in New Jersey have equivalent 
courses to English 248, ensuring successful transferability for students.  Overall, 
for the major and non-major alike, Creative Writing I exposes students to the 
kinds of discussions and assignments they will encounter in writing workshops, 
both at RVCC and other institutions. 

   
IV. Place of  Course in College Curriculum 
 

• Free elective 
• The course meets the writing requirement for English majors. 
• The course meets a requirement in the following program:  English. 

 
Course Transferability:  Creative Writing I transfers to four-year institutions 
which have an equivalent course in place.  It also serves as an English elective, a 
free elective, or a general education elective. It fulfills the Writing Component of 
the English Major Option. 

 



V. Outline of Course Content 
 

A. Introduction to course 
B. Discussion of “getting going:” exploring writing process(es). 
C. The Terminology of Fiction:  Theme, Characterization, Point of View, Plot, 

Setting, Description, Dialogue, Tone and Style. 
D. Writing assignments related to C, above.  
E. Methods of Narration 

 
 
VI. Educational Goals and Learning Outcomes 
 
 A.  General Education Goals 
        

Students will: 
1. employ correct terminology in workshop discussions  (G.E. 1, G.E. 2, 

G.E. 4). 
2. write, revise, and discuss sketches and short stories (G.E. 1, G.E. 2). 
3. defend interpretations of above sketches and short stories using 

appropriate critical approaches (G. E. 1, G.E. 2). 
4. use textual evidence to support claims (G.E. 1, G.E. 2, G.E. 3). 
5. explain individual interpretations of student texts in discussion and writing 

(G.E. 2). 
6. report on their analyses of student manuscripts in discussion (G.E. 1, G.E. 

2). 
 

B.  Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will be able to: 
1. develop their own voice and explain its components  
2. apply critical approaches to the analysis of  texts written by students and 

published authors 
3. apply rhetorical and theoretical strategies to written work; 
4. analyze texts as a basis for original thinking and writing. 

 
VII.   Modes of Teaching and Learning 
 
 Formats, modes, and methods for teaching and learning may be: 

• lecture/discussion 
• small-group work, depending on instructor 
• guest speakers, depending on instructor 
• student oral presentations on published authors  
• student collaboration 
• independent study 

 



VIII. Papers, Examinations, and other Assessment Instruments 
 
 Assessment methods may be: 

• Formal writing 
• Class discussions 
• In-class formal and informal writing 
• Discussion questions 
• Research projects involving published authors 

     
IX. Grade Determinants 
 
 In order to evaluate achievement of the goals and outcomes listed above, possible 
 grade determinants may be: 

 
• Students’  own fiction or sketch written during the course 
• depending on instructor, may include a journal or oral report 
• class participation, which may include group work 

    
X.  Texts and Materials 
   

Suggested textbook:  Robert DeMaria,.  The College Handbook of 
Creative Writing, 3rd Edition.  Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ. 1999. 

 
            -films and videos, when appropriate, to enhance study of given work 

-student writing to discuss assignments 
 
XI. Resources 

 
The library has the resources necessary for students to study most authors 
covered in this course. 


