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Raritan Valley Community College 
Academic Course Outline 
ARTH-101, Art Appreciation 

 
I. Basic Course Information 
 

A. Course Number and Title:  ARTH-101, Art Appreciation 
 
B. Date of Revision: Spring 2007 
 
C. Sponsoring Department: Visual and Performing Arts Department 
 
D. Semester Credit Hours: 3 
 
E.  Weekly Contact Hours:                     Lecture:  3 
          Laboratory: 0 
F.  Prerequisites: None 
 
G. Laboratory Fees: None 

 
II.  Catalog Description 

 
Art Appreciation is a survey of art throughout history, which focuses on the analysis 
of art forms, technical procedures, subject matter, composition and cultural and social 
influences.  Two and three-dimensional arts will be discussed.  Museum visits will be 
arranged during the semester.  

 
III.  Statement of Course Need 

 
 Art Appreciation is similar in content and presentation to Introduction to the 
Visual Arts, the freshman level offering at four-year colleges and universities. Art 
Appreciation is the basic Art History course; it is recommended for non-studio art 
majors.  

 
 
IV. Place of Course in College Curriculum 
 

A. 
• Free Elective 
• Fulfills a General Education requirement in the Humanities. 
• Cannot be used to fulfill requirements in the A.A. Studio Arts Option, 

A.F.A. Visual Art or A.F.A. Graphic Design Degrees. 
 

B. Course transferability: According to the New Jersey Transfer website, this course 
transfers to most 4-year programs as a free elective or a General Education Elective in 
the Humanities. 
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V. Outline of Course Content 
 

      The course is arranged in five major units: 
A. Basic art concepts: the creative impulse, visual literacy, abstract, 

representational and nonobjective art, subject matter, iconography, style. 
Fundamental notions of the materials and techniques of the modern artist. 

 
B. Visual art elements: line, shape, mass, volume, light, value, color, texture, 

pattern, space, time/motion.  Terminology and basic information. 
 

 
C. Principles of design and composition: aesthetic organization, unity, variety, 

balance, emphasis, focal point, proportion/scale, and rhythm. 
 
D. Materials, techniques and aesthetic organization of drawing, painting, 

graphics and three-dimensional arts. 
 
E. Art in chronological sequence: Ancient Art, Romanesque, Gothic and 

Renaissance Art; art of the Baroque, Rococo, Neoclassical, Romantic, Realist, 
Impressionist periods; modern art. 

 
VI. Educational Goals and Learning Outcomes 
 
Goals:   Students will 

1. be exposed to a collective body of creative expression in a historical context, 
to assist them in individual creativity, modeling the creative process, and 
developing an understanding of the role of the artist and visual arts in society.  
G.E. 1, 6 

 
2. become familiar with the visual principles and practices of two-dimensional 

and three-dimensional art making.  G.E. 1 
 

Learning Outcomes: 
 

A. Students will demonstrate knowledge of basic art concepts, visual art 
elements, and the principals of design and composition. 

 
B. Students will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of the materials and 

techniques as well as the principles of the visual arts: drawing, painting, 
graphics and the three dimensional arts. 

 
C. Students will demonstrate an understanding of arts in chronological sequence. 
 

VII. Modes of Teaching and Learning 
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• Lecture/discussion 
• Small-group work 
• Computer-assisted instruction 
• Guest speakers 
• Student oral presentation 
• Student collaboration 
• Independent study 
• Museum and gallery visits 

 
VIII. Papers, Examinations, and other Assessment Tools 
 

• research papers  
• essays 
• journals 
• written exams 

 
IX. Grade Determinants 
 

A. Students will write one or more papers in which they will demonstrate a 
knowledge and application of the major aesthetic and historical categories 
covered in the course and basic research methods 

B. Three exams including a final exam will be used to assess the general  
education goals.  The essay(s) on the exam will assess the following learning 
outcomes:  

• The student will be able to identify major artworks from each of 
the stylistic periods covered in the course.  

• The student will be able to select and describe major artworks 
covering painting, sculpture and architecture of the time periods 
covered in the course. 

• The student will be able to analyze and synthesize information. 
• The student will be able to write clearly, accurately, and fluently 

with focus and continuity in standard American English. 
• The student will be able to organize information to develop and 

support a main idea. 
 
X.  Texts and Materials 
 

• Textbooks- such as: Preble, Art Forms, Prentice- Hall, latest edition; 
Schlesier & Lazzari, Exploring Art, Thomson Learning, latest edition; 
Adams, The Making & Meaning of Art, Lawrence King Publishing, 
latest edition 

• primary sources 
• interviews  
• journals 
• reviews 
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• student writing   
• film and video 
• audio sources 
• web sources 
• other computer-based sources 

 
XI. Resources 
This course requires adequate physical space to accommodate students and visual 
projection and room darkening capabilities. Flexible space is preferable. 
 
Required equipment for this course is slide projectors and projection screen. 
 
 
Other resources that are useful: 

• Video/DVD players with monitors 
• Video projector 
• CD player 
• Overhead projector 
• College Library (Media Library) 
• College Art Gallery 

 
 
 
 
 


