
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

ACADEMIC COURSE OUTLINE 

 

ENGL 111H: ENGLISH COMPOSITION I HONORS: COMPOSITION AND 

CONTROVERSY 

 

I. Basic Course Information 

 

A.  Course Number and Title:  ENGL 111H, English Composition I Honors: 

      Composition and Controversy 

 

B.  New or Modified Course: Modified 

 

C.  Date of Proposal:    Semester: Spring   Year: 2011 

 

D.  Sponsoring Department: English 

 

E.  Semester Credit Hours: 3 

 

F.  Weekly Contact Hours:  3             Lecture: 3 

                                                            Laboratory: 0   

 

G. Prerequisites: Minimum requirements for ENGL 111 placement, minimum 

     GPA of 3.5 from high school or previous college, and/or permission of the 

     instructor. 

 

H.  Laboratory Fees: None 

 

I.   Name and Telephone Number or E-Mail Address of Department Chair: 

     Christine Pipitone-Herron, cpipiton@raritanval.edu 

 

 

II. Catalog Description 

 

Prerequisites: Minimum requirements for ENGL 111 placement, minimum GPA 

of 3.5 from high school or previous college, and/or permission of the instructor.  

Like all sections of English Composition I, English Composition I Honors focuses 

on the development of greater fluency and greater control of language and the 

conventions of grammar and mechanics. The emphasis is on argumentative 

essays, critical analysis, and analytical integration of readings. A research paper is 

required. This Honors level course also emphasizes complex and controversial 

issues as vehicles for writing argumentatively and persuasively. The course 

focuses on an understanding of opposing points of view, the critical analysis of 

those views, and the development of persuasive responses to them. 

 

 



 

III. Statement of Course Need 

 

English Composition I is a requirement in all A.A., A.S., and A.A.S. degree 

programs. English Composition I Honors is designed to challenge those students 

whose basic writing skills require little attention, who understand the nature of 

revision as a method of enriching their own thinking, and who appreciate 

the complexity of differing views on current controversial issues. 

 

IV. Place of Course in College Curriculum 

 

A.  Free elective. 

B.  This course serves as a General Education course in English Composition 

C.  English Composition I or English Composition I Honors is required of all 

      degree programs. 

D.  Course transferability: for New Jersey schools go to the NJ Transfer website,  

      www.njtransfer.org.  For all other colleges and universities go to their 

      individual websites. 

E.  Honors course. 

 

V. Outline of Course Content 

 

A.  Close reading, analysis, and synthesis of themes from varied texts, as 

      assigned, which may include but not be limited to short fiction and 

      non-fiction, poetry drama, essays, articles 

B.  Making connections: approaches to synthesis of themes 

C.  Argumentation and the construction of an argumentative thesis 

D.  Persuasive writing, claim-support, and documentation 

E.  Research and writing 

 

VI. Educational Goals and Learning Outcomes 

 

A.  Educational Goals 

 

Students will: 

1. demonstrate a strengthening of writing skills, including fluency, 

coherence, organization, and control of grammar and mechanics (GE-

NJ 1) 

2. interpret texts for discussion and written work (GE-NJ 1) 

3. defend interpretations of texts using appropriate rhetorical approaches 

(GE-NJ 1) 

4. use textual evidence to support claims (GE-NJ 1) 

5. distinguish among and between the ideas of diverse writers (GE-NJ 1, 

8) 

6. synthesize ideas in various kinds of texts (GE-NJ 1) 



7. explain individual interpretations of texts in discussion and writing 

(GE-NJ 1) 

8. analyze intricate components of texts for essay writing (GE-NJ 1) 

9. employ responsible researching and documentation procedures (GE-

NJ 1,4, 9) 

10. report on their analyses of texts in discussion and in written work (GE-

NJ 1) 

11. identify the ethical implications of various texts (GE-NJ 1, 9) 

12. critique peer’s ideas in small and large groups discussion in a collegial 

and scholarly manner (GE-NJ 1) 

13. integrate texts into larger social and historical contexts in order to 

make connections between ideas and to generate a greater 

understanding of self and society (GE-NJ 1, 5, 6, 7, 8). 

 

B. Learning Outcomes 

 

Students will be able to: 
1. identify thematic connections among and between various texts; 

2. demonstrate familiarity with analytical, argumentative, and persuasive 

modes of writing; 

3. synthesize primary and secondary texts in discussion and written 

work; 

4. apply rhetorical and theoretical strategies to written work; 

5. challenge traditional world views by applying diverse theoretical 

paradigms; 

6. appraise cultural values through an examination of texts; 

7. locate critical texts through responsible research and retrieval of 

information; 

8. analyze texts as a basis for original thinking and writing; 

9. write clearly, grammatically, and fluently with focus and continuity in 

standard American English in take-home and in-class writings. 

 

VII. Modes of Teaching and Learning 

 

This course will include the following modes of teaching: 

A. lecture/discussion 

B. small group work 

C. student oral presentations 

D. guest speakers, as appropriate, depending on instructor 

E. student collaboration 

F. independent study 

G. debate simulations 

 

 

 

 



 

 

VIII. Papers, Examinations, and Other Assessment Instruments 

 

Assessment methods may be: 

A. research papers 

B. in-class essays 

C. formal take-home essays 

D. journals, depending on instructor 

E. portfolios, depending on instructor 

F. examinations in the form of essays 

G. class participation 

H. oral presentations 

I. other, as specified by instructor 

 

IX. GRADE DETERMINANTS 

 

A. formal take-home papers 

B. in-class essays 

C. discussion questions 

D. exams and quizzes 

E. research projects and/or collaborative project 

F. class participation and preparation 

 

 

X. TEXTS AND MATERIALS 

 

A. textbooks 

B. primary sources 

C. student writing 

D. film and video 

E. audio sources 

F. web sources 

 

XI. RESOURCES 

 

Students will need to use library databases and other library resources for 

critical research assignments. 


